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Team Organization & Roles

« California State Parks Team
» Headquarters Staff

Senior Park and Recreation Specialist: Katie Metraux
Deputy Director, Planning: Alex Stehl

Deputy Planning Chief: James Newland

Associate Park and Recreation Specialist: David Block
Associate Park and Recreation Specialist: Jason Finley

 Northern Buttes District Staff

District Superintendent: Matt Teague
District Services Manager: Jared Zucker

« Consulting Team (Ascent)

Principal: Curtis Alling

Project Director. Adam Lewandowski

Project Manager: Kari Zajac

Park and Recreation Planner: Lindsay Kageyama
Engagement Specialist: Luis Montes
Environmental Planner: Nicole Greenfield
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Stakeholder Participation
Opportunities

Stakeholder Meeting #1 - Issues & Opportunities
Stakeholder Meeting #2 - Alternatives & Feedback
Review of Draft General Plan

Review of Draft EIR

California Native American tribal consultation
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Background

Process to Date

Concept Alternatives

Discussion/Mural Board Exercise
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Park Overview

« Located on the slopes of  Facilities

Mount Konocti « 4 campgrounds (148
campsites total)

« Many vegetation communities
» 2 group campsites

« 583 acres . 8 cabins
3.1 miles of shoreline « 2 day-use areas
. ~89,000 visitors/year * Visitor center

» Educational pavilion

« Marina and boat launch

« 3.7 miles of hiking trails

» Employee housing

« Park maintenance/storage
» Park and sector offices
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Process to Date




Process and Schedule
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Existing Conditions

2.1Regional Land Use and Facilities

Regional Land Use

Clear Lake State Park (CLSP or park) s located
within Lake County, Calfornia,in inland northern
Calfornia's wine country. The park is located
alongthe shoreline of Clear Lake, which s the
county's main geographic feature and visitor
destination. The lake is the largest natural lake
ot wiinCalfoma o stmoiediobe

millon yeass ofd, making i potentily the
P i

Ruralland use and publi
oo s sarondog ot 8g
Valley, to the west of CLSP, supports agricuitural
lands used for vineyards, orchards, and grazing
land (Figure 2-1) The area immediately
surrounding CLSP includes agricultural use,
single family residential development, rural
tands, and resource conservation

Development patterns throughout Lake Colty.
and around Clear Lake are dispersed. CLSP is

The regionis characterized by mountainous,
volcanic terrain that has fimited growth 1o the
areas along the shores o Clear Lake. A large
portion of the county is public and, making up
47.7 percent of the county's fand area, Mount
Konocti is a prominent volcanic peak that
features caves and fissures and i sacred to the
Caifornia Native American tribes of the area

a5 near to CLSP have active geothermal
activity due to volcanic activty. including in the

of Lakeport and Clearlake, which are the only
o ncorporated cities within Lake County, The
unincorporated communtty of Kelseyvile is
about four miles southwest of the park. Soda
Bay, another unincorporated communtty, is on
the lake 35 miles cast of the parkonthe
northern siopes of Mount Konocti Other small
unincorporated communies along the shores
of Gl Lok oo Luee, Cenhaven,
Clearlake O lake Riviera, Upper Lake,
i Lower Lake: Acione Sommes Wi
Loch Lomond, Cobb,

Clear L
Bay hot springs. Other areas near to the park
also have geothermal activity, ncluding the
Geysers in Lake, Sonoma, and Mendocino

Courties, which is the largest geothermal field in

the worlo.

Middietown, and Hopland
There are several Calfornia Native American
tibes inthe avea inclucing the Big Val

Rancheria of Pomo Indians, Cachl Dehe Band of

Existing Condtions

Table2-5  Habitat types within CLSP

ey nesing
oo e Cis?
oot lanch,

documented in CLSP: Konocti manzanita
(Arctostaphylos manzanita ssp. elegans),
( and

The vegetation types in CLSP provide habitat for
common wildife species, s

squirel (Sciurus griseus), Cal
squirel (Gtospemophilis heecneyrr e deoe
(Odocoiieus hemionus), wild turkeys

Napa biscuitroot (Lomatium repostum). These

pecies are not lsted under the California
Endangered Species Act, however, they are
endemic 1o Califomia and are considered rare
throughout their range

californica), )
red-winged blackbird (Agelaius. D’lomc 5J

thatoceur i blue ok coothl e abiat 1

nped warbler X

cenval 5P (CNDDB 2024)and

rorthen ficker elted
kingfisier (Megaceryle aicyon), western grebe
(Aechmophorus occidentafis), American coot
(Fuica americana), wood duck (Aix sponsa),
urkey vutures (Cathartes aura), red shouldered
hawk (Butea finestus), and various frog and turtle
species. CLSP provides abundant nesting
abitat for bids throughout ts various

woodland habitats, which include a great blue
eron (Ardea herodfas) rookery n the riparian
forest adjacent to Kelsey Creek. CLSP also
contains man-made structures for widife
nesting, such as the osprey nest platform
the boat launch, wood duck nest boxes along
Kelsey Creek, and the bat box near the visitor
center

Habitat for Konocti manzanita s extensive.
thvoughout CLSP in the blue oak-foothl pine
woodland, blue oak woadland, and chaparral
habitats that dominate the upland portions of
the park. In CLSP, Calistoga ceanothus is only
known to o<cus at a restoraltion plarting area
South of Soda Bay Road in CLSP., within mixed
chaparral habitat (CCH 2024). Other chaparral
habitats that contain volcanic solls in the
southern less-accessble portion of CLSP may.
also provide habitat for Calistoga ceanothus
Napa biscuitroot was included on a CLSP plant
list provided by State Parks (Dean et al. 2015),
however, the location and habitat information
are unknown. Openings n chaparaland blue
oak-foothill e woodland habi
provide habitat for Napa biscitroot

itat in CL

=)
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Figure 211 Slope Map

CLEAR LAKE

Pesticides, hebicides, and insecticides have
historically been applied directlyto Clear Lake to
control Of note,

An estimated 79 percent of wetlands around
Clear Lake have been lost due to conversion

the insecticide DDD was used in the 1940s and
19505 1o control the nuisance Clear Lake gnat.

Clear Lake contains elevated levels of mercry
that largely leach from the open pit Sulphr Bank
Mercury Mine; the mercury levels have impaired
Clear Lake water qualty since the 19805 In
2023 a Formalized Cleanup Plan was created
with measures that wil improve water qualty,
remove soll contaminants, and over time lower
mercury buildup in fish and sediment found in
Clear Lake (EPA 2024).

Primary natural hazards to the Clear Lake region
include wildfire, aquatic hazards, earthquakes,
drough. fooding, and severe. wea(he See

e for
enoreeeted emetionacirmals e
predictions.

8o Coroc
et fre i

Education

In Lake County 186 percentof the population
hoids a bachelors degree or higher (ACS
20225), This s lower than the Calfornia

6 Organized team sports such as socoer,
footbal, and basebal

7. Swimming in apool

8. Outdoor photography

expected to increase at a rate of 1.6 percent
between the writing of this document and 2060,
the Bay Areais expected to increase in
population by 8.3 percent during the same
period, which is n increase of about 636,000
people. This could lead to increased visitation to
CLSP as people throughou the state continue to
recreate outside and search for areas to do so.
within driving distance of ther homes.

Recreation Trends
Statewide Patterns

€59 conducted a Survey on Public Opinions and
Attitudes (SPOA) on Outdoor Recreation in
Caifornia throughout 2012 Responses from the
suivey indicated that statewide the top actvities
Calfornians partiipate n re lsted below and
CLSP provides opportunities for visitors to do.
seven of the lop ten actviies

& okt dimin ot atas dissubinsmant e Anetimaed 79 percnt o wetlardosrond. staewide o 57 ot (L)

g s Cear Lok have been st e 1o comerson o e Lok Gourty peplstionage 25 5, Bayilinganurpavediel

A omiox B0 Pkt on o o o e fand for agricuture and deveiopment (WLRCD, etk degree and above.

g o~ surtounding agricuture land uses can ELRCD 2010). This hs resuited n habitat loss 10 Skateboarding

. Sontaminele groundWater Gnd sirface Watkt forjuvenile fsh and other waterfow| species A Demographic Trends

2 rm Sediment vansported into Clear Lake can lso mosiyof e remaiing welands s - The pprecieeion Ry s 4k pecplé s
ot Lwnch o hich act s inderson Marsh SHP and Rodman Siough gloi b :

B o SR e s 9 reservations, 67 percent of visitors to CLSP visit pala i s peic bR Ay

&l Pakmanenance Weset palter Natural Hazards froprytheSan Fiandsco Day e (Figure 24), pavilions, open space areas for playing, and

> e Whilethe populaton of Lake County s only scenicobsenation/widife viewing areas

Regional Patterns & Use

Soutce Imageoroned by B R 2016

Inthe 2012 SPOA on Outdoor Recreation, the
state is broken into seven regions within the
‘survey and Lake County falls within the study's
Northern California region which also includes

1. Walking for fitness or pleasure on paved Del Norte, Glenn, Humboldt, Lassen, Mendocino,
Rrfaces Modoc, Plumas, Shasta, Serra,Siskiyou
e —— Terama, and Trinity counties. Like the rest of the
24 AIRCRORERIRD RESAERR state, the top facilties used in the Notthern
3. Wildife viewing, bird watching, viewing Calfona gininclodd upaved i ise
e 2 () natural scenery tvail aress, and scenic observation and
widieewing areas (G5P 2014 Top actities
[ R— 4. Bieydlingon e d vails, wlking,

Source: rageprondedty BLMIn 20T,

Driving on paved surfaces for pleasure,
sightseeing, driving through scenery

picnicking, sedentary activities, and camping

P :
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Issues and Analysis

Recreation and Park Operations
Opportunities and Constraints

Opportunities

Resource Management
and Constraints

OPPORTUNITY | New uses west of
Kelsey Creek (e.g., trails, day use,
indigenous cultural uses)

OPPORTUNITY | Boat Launch and
Marina Facility improvements for
year-round water e.g., dredging,
boat ramp extension)

CONSTRAINT | Boat Launch and Marina
Facility seasonal closures

OPPORTUNITY | Day-use area
improvements (e.g., fish station
upgrades, picnic area renovations)

OPPORTUNITY | Visitor center
improvements (e.g., renovate
building/exhibits, increase staffing/
operations)

[

CONSTRAINT | Visitor demand for
cabins exceeds capacity

Clear Lake

OPPORTUNITY | Improved water and
fishing access from Kelsey Creek
Campground

CONSTRAINT | Summer visitor demand
for beach day-use facilities exceeds
capacity

| OPPORTUNITY | Expanded swimming
beach day-use area (e.g., group ramada)

OPPORTUNITY | Campground
improvements (e.g., facility renovations,

X
steetesd”

COLE CREEK

OPPORTUNITY | Enhance trail system
within CLSP (e.g., improved connectivity,
social trail removal, trail signage,
multi-use trails, diverse ability levels,
accessibility, maintenance)

OPPORTUNITY | Entrance station
improvements (e.g., accommodate
larger vehicles, trail access, bypass lane,
and boat inspections)

OPPORTUNITY | Safety improvements
at Soda Bay Road intersection

OPPORTUNITY | Public access to south
portion of CLSP in an appropriate
location

LOWER BAYVIEW
CCAMPGROUND

electricity installation, additional group
campsites, alternative overnight options,
ADA/RV hookups, regrade campsite tent
pads, campfire center, improved camp
host sites)

OPPORTUNITY | Improved water
access throughout the park for
recreation and cultural uses (e.g., trail
access to Clear Lake, nonmotorized
boat launch)

CONSTRAINT | Limited access to south
portion of CLSP; limited sight distances
and high traffic speeds along Soda Bay

Road

CONSTRAINT | Existing access to the
south portion of CLSP is through private
land ownership

Soda Bay

OPPORTUNITY | Interpretive water trail
along park shoreline; connections to
regional water trails on Clear Lake

| CONSTRAINT | Available employee

OPPORTUNITY | New recreational uses
in the south portion of CLSP (e.g,, trails,
scenic overlooks, observation deck)

OPPORTUNITY | Concessions
opportunities (e.g., park store, watercraft
rentals, gift shop, glamping)

Clark Dr

housing does not meet demand

SODA BAY

OPPORTUNITY | Trail connectivity from
CLSP to Mount Konocti, public lands,
and surrounding communities

OPPORTUNITY | Boat Launch Facility
and Marina and Cole Creek inlet
improvements (e.g., habitat
enhancement, sediment management)

OPPORTUNITY | Shoreline
enhancement, restoration, and invasive
species removal

OPPORTUNITY | Restoration and
habitat improvement at Kelsey Creek
inlet and lower Kelsey Creek (e.g., Clear
Lake hitch habitat restoration)

OPPORTUNITY | Restoration and
habitat improvement at lower Cole
Creek (e.g., Clear Lake hitch habitat
restoration)

steehe®

CONSTRAINT | Clear Lake hitch habitat
loss; historic creek diversions

COLE CREEK ———

CCAMPGROUND

OPPORTUNITY | Grassland restoration
in meadow near park entrance, including
tribal collaboration

col

OPPORTUNITY | Opportunities for
sustainability and resilience of facilities
(e.g., defensible space, structure
hardening, EV charging, solar power,
recycling/compost)

OPPORTUNITY | Indigenous
collaboration throughout the park (e.g.,
tule harvesting, plant gathering, cultural
ceremonies, ecological restoration)

CONSTRAINT | Private land ownership
between CLSP and Mount Konocti

OPPORTUNITY | Potential partnerships
with other groups

da Bay Rd

e Creek

Clark Dr

[ CONSTRAINT | Seasonal flooding along
| shoreline, creeks, and Kelsey Slough

Clear Lake

Kelsey Creek Campground shoreline

f CONSTRAINT | Erosion issues near |

restoration and sediment removal

[ 0OPPORTUNITY | Kelsey Slough |

LOWER BAYVIEW
CCAMPGROUND

CONSTRAINT | Clear Lake regional
water quality issues (e.g., algae blooms,
low lake level, elevated mercury levels)

Dorn Cove

OPPORTUNITY | Collaborate on
resolving Clear Lake regional water
quality issues (e.g., harmful algae bloom
treatments, creek and wetland
restorations)

OPPORTUNITY | Fuels reduction and

Soda Bay

forest management activities (e.g.,
reduce wildfire threat, improve wildlife
habitat, erosion control, wildfire buffers)

5ot

SODA BAY

3
el 5
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Issues

VISITOR EXPERIENCE AND RECREATION

* Providing adequate day-use recreation

« Accommodating demand for overnight use
 Limited trail system

« Water access limitations

« Improving universal accessibility

» QOutdated information, education, and interpretation
» Serving disadvantaged communities

 Adjacent private land ownership
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Issues

INFRASTRUCTURE, FACILITIES, AND PARK OPERATIONS

» Flooding at park facilities

Park access limitations

Staffing and funding limitations

Promoting public safety
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Issues

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

« Harmful algal blooms in Clear Lake

» Impairment of wetlands and hydrology

» Heightened wildfire risk

» Conservation of sensitive natural resources
» Threats from invasive species

 Protection of cultural resources

» Collaborative stewardship with tribes
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Issues

CLIMATE CHANGE

« Adapting to rising temperatures and extreme heat

« Adapting to extreme precipitation, flooding, and drought
« Adapting to climate-driven increases in wildfire

» Reducing greenhouse gas emissions from operations

CLEAR LAKE STATE PARK | GENERAL PLAN H




Issues

AREA-SPECIFIC ISSUES

 Lack of public access south of Soda Bay Road
« Sedimentation at the boat launch and marina facility
« Qutdated visitor center and sector office
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Are there other major issues that
should be addressed in the
General Plan?




Public
Engagement

* Online survey

o 476 English
responses

o 3 Spanish
responses

« Community
Workshop #1

Percent of public survey respondents would like
to see a more extensive trail system at CLSP

Percent of public survey respondents would like to
see restoration projects for sensitive species
habitat at CLSP

Percent of public survey respondents say
concerns about Clear Lake water quality keep
them from visiting the park more often

Percent of public survey respondents would like to
see more nighttime programming

Percent of public survey respondents would like to
see a non-motorized boat launch in the park



Planning Charrettes

* Planning Charrette #1: Development
of alternative themes

« Planning Charrette #2: Development
of the three concept alternatives
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Concept Alternatives




Management Actions
for All Alternatives

* Forest management

 Cultural resource management

« Water quality improvements

* Interpretation and education

» Operations and maintenance projects
* Interagency coordination

* Tribal collaboration with Big Valley Band
of Pomo Indians

n CLEAR LAKE STATE PARK | GENERAL PLAN
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Alternatives Overview

Emphasis on s Resource Emphasis
Recreational Emphasis on Resource
Improvements Alternative Management
Blended
Recreation

& Resource
Alternative
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Resource Management
Emphasis Alternative

Summary of Improvements

Day Uses

2 locations for new/improved water access and
viewing

Overnight Uses

Removal of Cole Creek Campground and
ecological improvements to Cole Creek

Administrative
Uses

None

Trails

0.6 miles accessible trails
0.3 miles hiking only trails

Resource
Management
Actions

61 acres creek/wetland ecological improvements
17 acres meadow restoration
1.9 miles shoreline stabilization

Wetland ecological
improvements.
and floodplain

reconnection

Kelsey Creek
native vegetation

invasive species
control, and
sediment removal

Future long-term coordination with ————=o-
private landowner on Cole Creek
ecological improvements

Cole Creek ecological improvements
and removal of Cole Creek Campground
0.6-mile accessible trail and

potential boardwalk along State
Park Road and Cole Creek

Cole Creek wildiife viewing area
and interpretive amenity

0.3-mile hiking only trail
between Indian Nature Trail and
Upper Bayview Campground

Aquatic invasive species
Watercraft inspections.
at entrance station

coordination with private: « "~

ecological improvements

Invasive,species control
. M‘id ‘prescribed fire

2 1‘ Uty
}

State Park Road

Clark Drive
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and revegetation
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Resource Management Emphasis Alternative | Enlargement
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Resource Management EmphaS|s Alternative | Enlargement
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Recreation Emphasis
Alternative

Summary of Improvements

Day Uses

Improvements at Kelsey Creek Day-use Area,
Swimming Beach Day-use Area, and visitor center
1 new trailhead parking area

6 locations for new/improved lake access and
viewing

Overnight Uses

Kelsey Creek, Lower Bayview, and Upper Bayview
Campground improvements

New overnight accommodations: hookups,
“glamping”, group camping

Administrative
Uses

Concessionaire at Kelsey Creek Campground,
cabins, camp store, and boat rentals
Additional employee housing

Entrance station improvements

Trails

2.1 miles accessible trails

0.8 miles hiking only trails

4.2 miles multi-use trails

2.6-mile water trail

Trail connections to Kelseyville and Mount Konocti

Resource
Management
Actions

14 acres creek ecological improvements
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0.6-mile wetland —+§
boardwalk loop l\.
Kelsey Creek —+—
ecolgical |

&
KeLSEY.C®

1.4-miles accessible trail
along park roads

0.6-miles of hiking only
trails between Indian Nature

Trail, Dorn Nature Trail, and
Upper Bayview Campground

Trailhead within Cole
Creek Campground with
passenger vehicle and
equestrian trailer parking

X
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improvements: —
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HAB mitigation at Swimming Beach
(e.g., flocculation, hypolimnetic
oxygenation, and aeration)

Lower Bayview Campground
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Blended Recreation &
Resource Alternative

Summary of Improvements

* Improvements at Kelsey Creek Day-Use Area and
visitor center
Day Uses < 2 locations for trailhead improvements
* 3locations for new/improved lake access and
viewing
« Partial removal of Cole Creek Campground and
. ecological improvements to Cole Creek
Overnight Uses : o
* New overnight accommodations: hookups and
group camping
« Concessionaire at camp store and boat rentals
Administrative < Additional employee housing and maintenance
Uses improvements
* Entrance station improvements
* 1.3 miles accessible trails
Trails 3.7 m!les hiking qnly trails
* 2.6-mile water trail
» Trail connection to Mount Konocti
Resource -+ 53 acres creek/wetland ecological improvements
Management -+ 17 acres meadow restoration
Actions < 0.8 miles shoreline stabilization

Water tral stop with —-
wildlife viewing area 1’
(e.g., floating bird blind) ||;
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Based on what you know so
far, is there an alternative
that you prefer?




Discussion/Mural
Board Exercise




Mural Board
Exercise

Discuss what you like and
dislike about each of the
three alternatives. Input will
be used to create the
preferred alternative for the
General Plan.

We will have 50 minutes for
this exercise.

BLENDED RECREATION & RESOURCE
MANAGEMENT ALTERNATIVE
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Stay Engaged

VISIT www.parks.ca.gov/clsp_gp
or scan the QR code

QUESTIONS? Contact
clearlakegp@parks.ca.gov



https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=31496
clearlakegp@parks.ca.gov
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